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school adds vestibule to entrance
UPGRADES TO SECURITY

As our district goes through many 
changes, the security of the students 
is still a top priority. Recently, the 
high school has built a new security 
vestibule that students have to use if 
arriving at the school later than 8:15 
a.m.

Students with late arrival, or who 
are just arriving late, must enter the 
building through the leftmost door 
at the front entrance, which will 
lead them into the security vestibule, 
where they’re expected to sign in. 
This is to record when students 
are arriving, and is funneling the 
students into one entrence,  making 
it easier to track.

“The safety vestibule is just one 
step in a series of processes that are 
designed to screen visitors from 
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Director of Security for the District 
Joe Suozzi said.

This new process makes it much 
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coming in.  It also reduces the risk of 
students forgetting to sign in, as they 
have to do it right away, rather than 
the previous method, where students 
would walk through the school to the 
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“[The security vestibule] doesn’t 
change anything, but it is more 
organized and helps me to remember 
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junior Haley Buchman, who has late 
arrival said. “It’s just another way to 
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This new vestibule was part of the 
school levy passed last year, and with 
the money, the district was able to add 
a vestibule to each of the elementary, 
middle and high schools. 

“The concept of the safety 
vestibule came several years ago 

as a recommendation from the 
Superintendent’s Safety Committee, 
which is made up of security 
professionals in both the public 
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“The construction estimates were 
prepared, tallied and then presented 
to the voters as part of the latest school 
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The school is also planning to add 
on more security to the vestibule and 
will be adding an ID system, which 
will distinguish between students 
and other visitors. This will make it 
much easier to track who comes in 
and out of the schools.
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an electronic visitor management 
system, which will further screen 
visitors by having them present a 

photo ID (driver’s license), conduct a 
limited database search and present 
them with a temporary photo badge, 
-88;C5:3�?@-Ŋ�@;�>1/;3:5F1�@41E�->1�-:�
-<<>;B10�B5?5@;>	s�%A;FF5�?-50�

The district has taken many 
precautions for the safety of the 
students and personnel, and this new 
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to keep the students safe from harm 
from unwanted visitors. 

“Like any new process, there will 
be an adjustment period associated 
with how each school adapts to the 
new procedures, but know this – we 
are always looking at ways to try and 
make our schools as safe as possible 
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Suozzi said.
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Junior Neil H.signs into the school in the security vestibule.
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the school welcomes a new logo 
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ASTRONEERS ARE HERE

This new school year has brought 
many things. One of the biggest 
changes at the high school is the new 
logo. The school’s logo was changed, 
and people have some mixed opinions 
on the new logo.

The school’s new logo features 
an astronaut. That astronaut is also 
now the face of the school. Such a 
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used to. 
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sophomore Bobby Drexel said.

The logo is a huge change to the 
school’s culture. Students who are 
invested in the school such as Drexel 
may have a hard time adapting to the 
new change.

The new imagery of the school 
will take time to get used to. But the 
meaning is much deeper. Principal 
Trond Smith explained what the new 
logo represents.

“Our new imagery demonstrates 
that a Pioneer is an explorer at heart, 
forging new paths, always looking 
ahead and seeking new heights.  We 
want to be leaders and innovators as 
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Smith said.

Smith has been with Orange for 
11 years and hasn’t looked back. He 
embraces being a Pioneer and likes 

the new logo.
A big change like a school’s logo is 

never easy to get used to. One of the 
biggest questions asked by students 
was why? Why was a logo that was 
loved so much by students changed?

“Olentangy Schools’ strategic 
plan includes the goal of establishing 
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eliminate all trademark infringements, 
to remove all Native American imagery 
as well as develop more inclusive and 
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For a year and a half, teachers, 
parents and administrators met to 
discuss this new logo. The new logo 
represents leaders always looking to 
better themselves. It represents a true 
Pioneer.
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SHIFT TO ONLINE

The crowded Student Services 
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a yearly tradition that didn’t happen 
this year. Instead, the process to 
change, drop or add a class was moved 
online.

The change to an online schedule 
request form started at the end of 
last year due to the pandemic, and it 
stayed that way until Aug. 30, when 
most of the initial schedule changes 
4-0�ŋ:5?410�

“The online form ensured that 
parents were aware of the schedule 
change because they were submitting 
it through their parent PowerSchool 
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Smith said. “The counseling 
department is currently looking 

into options for students to have the 
ability to schedule appointments 
electronically, but we are still 
troubleshooting with our technology 
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The switch was a big change 
for students who had been used to 
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meeting through the Student Services 
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counselors. Some were worried that 
the change would set a precedent for a 
fully online communication with the 
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“I don’t think going all online is a 
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“Having the stability of talking to 
someone is important, especially when 
it comes to building a connection with 
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As of right now, Student Services 
has no plans to switch to an all-online 
model; they just want to ensure 
that students have another way to 
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“The counseling department does 
not want to move all requests online. 
We just want to make sure students 
know how to reach us via email and 
make sure we are available. Moving 
some form submissions, information 
and communication online are 
something we will continue to 
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“[Our goal was] to as develop 
inclusive and up-to-date 
imagery,” Smith said.
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MURDER MYSTERY
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“ “      
      If you are with friends 
or family, put down your 

phone and be present 
for those who are taking 

time to be with you.
-Julie Priest
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